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From the Director’s Desk…
Dear Parents,
Welcome to the new school year! We are off to a wonderful start
and are delighted to see your little ones settling beautifully into their new
classroom routines. It was a pleasure to have the opportunity to meet many
of you at our Back-to-School Breakfast. What a blessing it is to gather together again! It has been an honor for me to get to know each one of you
and your sweet children. We love being part of their early learning experience. Thank you for sharing your little ones with us!
Our talented teachers look forward to working with you throughout
the school year to scaffold your child’s development and promote their love
of learning. Your feedback and participation provides us with the necessary
input to meet the needs of your child and is a vital part of our program. We
are so excited to have you and your children back on campus and look forward to connecting with you. There are many fun ways to get involved this
year!
Our Back-to-School Pizza Party is just around the corner! This funfilled event will be held on Saturday, September 10th at 5:30pm at the Parish Hall. It will feature a bounce house, face painting, snow cones, games and
more! If you haven’t RSVPed for this upcoming event, please contact us today to register.
Our parent group, PALS- Partners Assisting Little Saints, plans
amazing events for our children throughout the year. In the coming weeks,
PALS will be reaching out to you for your donations of: time, talent and
treasure. Your participation truly enriches our program and we are so grateful for your support. We will be hosting our first PALS meeting of the year
on Wednesday, September 7th at 9:15am featuring guest speaker, Amy
Beard. Amy teaches parents and educators techniques of integrating technology into early childhood in a responsible way, fostering digital citizenship.
Our Adopt-a-Class program is a huge success! We are so grateful for
your generosity and support. The participation of our families is what makes
the St. Luke ECC experience so unique. Adoption is available throughout the
entire school year, so it’s never too late to participate.
Tremendous growth takes place during the first five years of your
child’s life and we feel honored that you have chosen St. Luke ECC to educate your little one during these crucial years of development. Thank you
for this opportunity!
Blessings,
Lisa Hopen
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Dates to Remember
• Sept. 5th—Labor Day
(Center Closed)
• Sept. 7th—PALS Meeting
Guest Speaker
• Sept 7th—Fall Fundraiser
Begins! Charleston Wrap
Catalogs sent home
• Sept. 8/9- Grandparents
Breakfast 8:30am (class
specific)
• Sept. 10th—Back to School
Pizza Party 5:30pm
• Sept. 13/14-Student Individual Photos (class specific)
• Sept. 16th - Science Day
• Sept. 26—30th— Parent
Conferences - Please watch
your email for a Sign – Up
Genius invite to schedule a
time.

• Sept 30th – Fall Fundraiser
Ends—Charleston Wrap
Orders Due

Happy Birthday
8/02
8/08
8/10
8/25
8/25
8/30
8/30
9/04
9/09
9/16
9/20
9/23
9/27

Savannah B.
Amelia H.
Leonardo C.
Ethan C.
Dino P.
Evan D.
Ashton P.
Bryce G.
Marita S.
Michael L.
Everly M.
Elliana T.
Dillon O.

The mission of St. Luke Early Childhood Center is to provide the foundation for a lifelong love of
learning by nurturing the whole child through exploration and creativity in a Catholic spirit.
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Car Line
St. Luke Early Childhood Center
Staff
Director:
Lisa Hopen
Administrative Assistant:
Stephanie Murphy
PreK Teachers/Assistants:
Ray Pickens/Carly Hamblen
Diane Robertson/Susan Slattery
3 Year Old Teachers/Assistants
Claudia Useche/Susan Darowiche
2 Year Old Teachers/Assistants:
Marybeth Miller
Before Care
Lisa Hopen
Lunch Bunch
Marybeth Miller
After Care
Andrea Lodge

Did You Know?
A child’s brain is more than 90% developed
by the age of 5

Talk. Read. Sing.
The moment babies are born, their brains are
forming the connections that will determine
how they learn, think, and grow.

Car line has been running so smoothly
this year! Thank you for your cooperation.
Please keep the following in mind.
Please remember do not arrive before
8:50am for morning, 11:50 for noon car line,
and 1:50 for 2:00 car line.
Please do not pass the car in front of you,
the children may not be buckled in yet or
teachers or parents may need to walk
around to the driver’s side.
Please do not allow your child or
grandchild to sit in your lap as you drive up to
the head of the car line. Over the past few
years we have had several times that drivers
unknowingly inched forward, or had their
foot slide off the brake.
Occasionally, there will be events at the
parish which may necessitate our altering our
car line to exit behind the playground. Please
just watch for the signs; we will position them
to guide you in the event of a change.
Please keep conversations with teachers brief so as not to delay those waiting in
line. If you need to address any concerns
please either email your child’s teacher or ask
them to call you later in the afternoon. They
will be happy to answer any questions
after school.
Thank you!
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Fall Fundraiser
Charleston Wrap
KICKOFF!
Catalogs will go home in
your child’s
backpack on
Wednesday 9/7.
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Adopt-a-Class

Miss Marybeth:
Martha Bembry
The Deeb Family
Anonymous

Miss Claudia:
The Hysi Family
The Toliver Family

Class with the highest
participation
wins a pizza party!

The Davis Family
The Caner Family

Miss Diane:
The Cyrwus Family
Anonymous

SPIRIT (T-Shirt) DAYS
Our School Spirit T-shirts will be sent
home soon! St. Luke Spirit days will be
every Tuesday and Wednesday based
on your child’s schedule. Please have
your child wear their St. Luke Early
Childhood Center T – Shirts to show
their preschool spirit!

Mr. Ray:
Thomas and Mary Deeb
The Cardew Family

Science Program:
The Wilson Family
Alexis Diaz
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Deeb
The Deeb Family

Thank you for your generosity!

MARK YOUR CALENDAR Back-to-School Pizza Party
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 10th
5:30PM

VPK News

Please note that the state reimburses just over
half of what it costs to provide a quality education for your child. For this reason it is very important that our parents participate in our
fundraisers to help off-set the loss. We thank
you in advance for your donations of time, talent
and treasure.
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Letter from the President .....

Welcome Parents,
Hi, everyone! I would like to send out a warm welcome to all our new and returning families! I feel so incredibly blessed to get this opportunity to be your PALS President for the 2022-2023 school year!
The main function of PALS throughout the year is to host meetings, organize fundraisers, and plan some
fantastic events for our children that will help bring everyone together. PALS is here to support our school, provide education to our families, and raise awareness of the benefits of being involved with your child’s educational
experience.
I am looking forward to a fun-filled year here at St. Luke ECC and can’t wait to get to know all our fellow
families better! Our first PALS meeting is on September 7th at 9:15am. This month’s guest speaker, Amy Beard, will
focus on using technology in a developmentally appropriate way to inspire new methods of educating your children at home. This is a wonderful opportunity to learn and to gather together for fellowship and fun. We look forward to seeing you there!
I want to take a moment to thank all the individuals who signed up to be room parents! This is a great way
to be involved, and as a room parent you truly are an asset to your child’s teacher. You are a vital link in joining
our teachers, parents, and the PALS board together to have a highly successful school year. Immediately following
the first PALS meeting there will be a short meeting to cover expectations and if you have any questions we will
answer them at that time.
PALS fundraiser, Charleston Wrap, is kicking off on September 7th. This fundraiser provides the funds we
need to make it possible to put on our fun events we have planned for our children this year. Charleston Wrap has
such a great product line, so please take some time to review the catalog when it comes home. It’s a great way to
start your Christmas and holiday shopping, and stock up on gift items for occasions throughout the year. Their catalog is available online for ordering and products are mailed directly to your home. Please share this fundraiser
with friends, family and co-workers to place orders as well.
Our first big family event is the Back-to-School Pizza Party on Sept. 10th at 5:30pm. Please save the date
for this fun-filled event! It’s is a great time to meet some fellow parents, talk to teachers outside the classroom,
and develop our community here within our school. The kids will have a blast seeing their classmates in the
bounce house or getting their faces painted together. So, mark your calendars and PLEASE RSVP with your pizza
order.
Thank you in advance for all your contributions and efforts to make this the best year ever for our kids and
staff! Your participation helps to make our preschool program a wonderful success! Please contact me if you are
interested in helping with any events throughout the year. Don’t hesitate to reach out to me with any questions
or ideas!
Sincerely,
Tracy Mueller
President, Partners Assisting Little Saints (PALS)
tracym7685@gmail.com

INDIVIDUAL STUDENT PHOTOS
Picture Perfect will be at school on September
13th and 14th taking individual photos of the
children. If you are interested in having your
child’s photo taken with their sibling(s),
please see Stephanie in the office
to schedule an appointment.
Sibling photos will be taken
between 8:30 - 9:00 am.

This week we will begin our first school-wide
Science Lab!
We will be learning about Coturnix quail
and other bird species.
We have 24 quail eggs in our
school incubator, and the eggs
are due to hatch
in a few weeks.

The children are very excited
to see our new chicks!

Please save fancy dresses and boots/
heels for church and send your child
to school in play clothes and sneakers.
Boots and heels can be slippery and
dresses can catch on
playground equipment.
Additionally, please help us foster
their self-help skills by sending them I
clothes that make toileting easy; no
body suits or tight pants and belts.
Thank you for understanding!

Volume 36, Issue 1

Little Saint’s Herald

September 2022

ADVERTISE YOUR
BUSINESS
Reminder for Sick Students
Parents are reminded that if a child has a fever, vomiting, or diarrhea, they are to stay
home from school until they are symptom
free for 24 hours. Sending a child to school
before they are symptom free often sends
the child into a relapse causing them to miss
more school and it also can spread to other
children. Please remember our policy of not
sending your child to school with signs of illness. Thank you for helping us to keep all of
our children and staff healthy, happy and in
school! Please remember if your child has a
runny nose that is not clear, they must stay
home from school.
If your child has been in school and
their doctor tells you that they have a communicable illness please notify the school, so
that we can send a letter home through their
class. This letter does not mention your
child’s name but lets parents know what virus/bacteria their child has possibly been exposed to and what to watch for. Thank you
for following our sick child policy found in our
parent handbook on-line at StLukeEcc.com.

The “Little Saint’s Herald”, our monthly
newsletter , is distributed to 150 families
every month. You can place an ad several different ways:
• Business Card Ad = $25
/month or $50/3 months or $155/year

• Half Page Ad = $35/month or $70/3
months or $225/year
We need to have your ad by the 15th of the
month prior to the month published. Your
advertising helps defray the cost of printing the “Little Saint’s Herald.” Thank you
to those businesses that continually support our efforts!

