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From the Director’s Desk…
Dear Families,
November is a time of reflection and gratitude. We are thankful for all of our
wonderful school families. You truly enrich our lives and we are so grateful to have the
opportunity to partner with you in your child’s educational and spiritual journey.
Please join me in thanking all of our “Storybook Parade” volunteers. The volunteers did an amazing job – decorating, handing out candy, and cleaning up after the
event. The children had a wonderful time!
We would like to thank all of the families that participated in our PALS Charleston Wrap Fundraiser. We are happy to report that we made $1,067.10 in profit!! Amazing!! On behalf of the PALS - Partners Assisting Little Saints group, thank you for your
participation! These funds make up the PALS budget for this year, providing various
programs for the children, including our upcoming Thanksgiving Feast! The class with
the highest percentage of participation with was Miss Marybeth and Miss Maria’s class.
They won the class ice cream party with over 50% class participation! AWESOME JOB!
We hope this fundraiser helped you start your holiday shopping! As you continue to
shop for the holidays please remember to select St. Luke ECC as your charity of choice
through Amazon Smile and Amazon will donate 0.5% on all of your eligible orders to the
ECC. Same great products, same great prices, and it’s easy to sign up. Please see
attached Amazon Smile Charitable Donation instructions on page 3.
Our November 2nd PALS meeting has been cancelled due to our busy holiday
schedule and preparation for our upcoming events. We are currently planning the ECC’s
biggest event of the year, Breakfast with St. Nick! Please mark your calendars for December 3rd - it will be an awesome morning with a pancake breakfast, a craft, and of
course, a special photo op with St. Nick!
Our annual canned food drive will begin this week and continue throughout the
month of November . If you would like to participate, please send canned food items to
school with your child. A donation bin will be located in the front lobby. We will be using
the cans collected to categorize and graph as part of a school-wide educational activity.
We will be talking about our blessings and encouraging gratitude and generosity
throughout the month of November.
Research has found that reading storybooks to children is one of the most important activities for developing the knowledge required for eventual success in reading.
Reading to preschoolers has been found to be related to language growth, emergent
literacy and reading achievement. Just as a child develops language skills long before
being able to speak, the child also develops literacy skills long before being able to
read. (National Research Council.) On page 4 of our newsletter, you will find recommendations of Thanksgiving books from our staff. These books are amazing! We encourage
you to check them out from the library, purchase a copy for your home library, or borrow
a book from “Miss Lisa’s Lending Library” in the front lobby. Children learn through repetition, so when they ask you to read their favorite story for the 100th time, just smile and
know that you are increasing their vocabularies and their knowledge of the world. A great
way to develop a new habit is to track your progress. Check out the printable Read
Aloud calendar on page 6. Try to read aloud to your child for 15 minutes every day.
Have fun!
You and your family are among the many blessings we are thankful for at
Thanksgiving and throughout the year!!
Blessings,
Lisa Hopen, Director
Phone: (727)787-2914
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Dates to Remember
☺ November 2nd- PALS
Meeting CANCELLED
☺ Nov. 18th -Thanksgiving
Feast
☺ Nov. 21st—25thSchool Closed –
Thanksgiving Break
☺ Nov.27th— Advent Begins
☺ December 3rd -Breakfast
with St. Nick
☺ December 14th - 2’s and
3’s Christmas Program
☺ December 15th- PreK
Christmas Program
☺ December 20th— Half
Day (No Lunch Bunch or
ABC)
☺ Dec. 21st - Jan. 3rd
School Closed - Christmas Break
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The mission of St. Luke Early Childhood Center is to provide the foundation for a lifelong love
of learning by nurturing the whole child through exploration and creativity in a Catholic spirit.
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THANKSGIVING FEAST
Our annual Thanksgiving Feast will be held on Friday, November 18th at 11:00am. All
classes will be eating lunch together in the Parish Hall. Room parents will be reaching out
for volunteers to help with food, set-up, etc. Lots of photos will be taken and shared with
you of this wonderful event!

BREAKFAST WITH ST. NICK!
Please join us for
Breakfast with St. Nicholas
Saturday, December 3rd
8:30 – 11:30 a.m.
St. Luke Parish Hall

Visit with St. Nicholas
from 9-11am
(GREAT PHOTO OP!)

November
Birthdays!
Hugh 11/01
Nolan L. 11/02
Levi 11/14
Aidan 11/19
Emerson 11/19
Robert 11/29

Pancake Breakfast, Holiday
Crafts, Usborne Book Fair, “Snow” and
More!
Ticket information to follow!
MARK YOUR
CALENDAR!

PLEASE REMEMBER: YOU MAY ONLY POST
PICTURES OF YOUR OWN CHILD
ON SOCIAL MEDIA.

NO SCHOOL

Please mark your calendars, our center will
be closed Monday-Friday, November 21st25th for Thanksgiving break.

HAPPY
THANKSGIVING!!

THANKSGIVING

Book Recommendations
Ms. Lisa— God Gave Us Thankful
Hearts (Ages 3-7)

Mr. Ray— How to Catch a Turkey
(Ages 4 and up)

As Mama and Lil Pup explore, she reminds him that God is
the giver of all good things. Lil Pup learns that even when
something fun comes to an end; his heart can be thankful
when he sets his mind on the best things in his life.

This hilariously zany children's picture book combines
STEAM concepts with a silly story and fun illustrations,
perfect for starting a new fall family tradition.

Ms. Diane— Thanksgiving Is For
Giving Thanks (Ages 2-4)

Ms. Claudia— I’m Thankful Each Day!
(Ages 2-4)

Thanksgiving is about pilgrims and history--and turkey, of
course!--but most importantly, it's a holiday all about everything that we are thankful for. A great introduction to the
concept of giving thanks and appreciating every day things.

Ms. Marybeth— Five Silly Turkeys
(Ages 1-3)

Toddlers will love the silly Thanksgiving turkeys in this fun
counting book full of silly turkeys doing very silly things
From twirling on a dance floor to being chased by a bee to
tanning in the sun, these are no ordinary Thanksgiving turkeys.

Every day is special and a blessing and this book encourages children to find ways to give thanks all day. The
whimsical illustrations and simple text offer a variety of
examples that we all have to be grateful to God each and
every day.

Why is reading aloud important
for preschoolers?

Children who value books are motivated to read on
their own. Reading aloud gives children background
knowledge, which helps them make sense of what
they see, hear, and read. The more adults read aloud
to children, the larger their vocabularies will grow and
the more
they will
know
about the
world
and their
place in
it
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“Give thanks to the Lord”
(Psalm 33:2)
When we think about November we think about
Thanksgiving and everything for which we are thankful.
At school we are looking forward to our Thanksgiving
Feast. We will receive a special blessing from one of
our parish priests and share our feast with our friends,
teachers, and school staff.
This month the two-year-old’s will be concentrating on learning “prayer hands”. They begin their
day with a prayer, say a blessing before they eat, and
say a prayer at the end of their day. They will enjoy
talking about how God loves each of them and how He
made the beautiful flowers and animals they see each
day on their way to the playground. They will also
learn a new Thanksgiving blessing in preparation for
our Thanksgiving Feast called, “God Made Me”.
The three-year-old's will continue saying their
daily prayers and talking about what they are thankful
for. They will each have the opportunity to share how
they will celebrate Thanksgiving: traveling to see relatives, sharing food, enjoying company, etc. They will
be encouraged to share their ideas with verbal prompts
like: What is your favorite food? What is your favorite
thing to do with your family and friends?
Our Pre-K students will talk about giving
thanks for our blessings and how we can help and care
for others. They will learn about the first Thanksgiving and how the Pilgrims and Native Americans celebrated. They will be preparing for their Thanksgiving
Feast by making and sharing food with the entire
school. They will also hear about how all good things
come from God and how we thank God for His wonderful creations, not just on Thanksgiving but everyday.
This month we will discuss God’s commandments: “Love God with all your heart” and “love others”, helping the children recognize the importance of
gratitude and generosity.
Thanksgiving Blessings!

November 2022

God Made the Sun
God Made the Sea
God Made the Fish, and
God Made Me!
Thank You for the Sun
Thank You for the Sea
Thank You for the Fish, and
Thank You God For Me!
Amen

BIRTHDAYS
So Far This
Year!
Savannah 8/02
Amelia 8/08
Leo 08/10
Charlie 8/20
Ethan 8/25
Dino 8/25
Evan 8/30
Ashton 8/30
Bryce 9/04
Marita 9/09
Michael 9/16
Everly M. 9/20
Elliana 9/23

Ashlyn 9/27
Dillon 9/27
Kai 10/09
Addison 10/10
Brady 10/24
Mason 10/26
Stephen 10/28
Hugh 11/01
Nolan L. 11/02
Levi 11/14
Aidan 11/19
Emerson 11/19
Robert 11/29
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Hello St. Luke ECC Families,
What a fantastic Storybook Parade we had this year! We would like to thank all of the amazing families that helped with this special event! Your help with decorating, passing out treats, and cleaning up was
truly appreciated! The children had a fantastic time! We hope everyone’s family went on to have a safe and
Happy Halloween.
We would like to extend a generous thanks to all our families who participated in our Charleston
Wrap fundraiser. We are happy to report that we raised over $1,000! These funds go directly towards PALS
-sponsored events for our children and staff throughout the year, such as our Thanksgiving Feast, Breakfast with St. Nick, Easter Parade, and Teacher Appreciation Week. Also, any funds that are left in the
PALS account at the end of the year go directly back to the school to be used in the classrooms for any well
-needed items.
Our next school-wide event is our Thanksgiving Feast taking place on Friday, November 18th,
which is an incredible day where the kids all come together as a group to share a Thanksgiving meal with
all their friends. Our room parents will be reaching out soon asking for volunteers from each class to help
serve and assist the children. PALS coordinates a Thanksgiving meal for our spectacular teachers that
day, as well. We will be asking for parents to sign up and provide a dish for the teachers to sit and enjoy. It
is truly a beautiful and fun event if you’re able to attend and help out. Keep an eye out for more information
on volunteer opportunities and a sign-up genius for the Thanksgiving Feast that will be coming out soon via
email.
December is a busy time of year, so please remember to mark your calendars for our upcoming
Breakfast with St. Nick on Saturday, December 3rd from 8:30-11:30am. This is an awesome family event,
where we feature a pancake breakfast, Christmas crafts, and a visit with St. Nick!
Our next PALS meeting will be a Christmas Social on Wednesday, December 7th at 9:15 am in the
Parish Hall. I will be reaching out with more details regarding this wonderful event soon.
Thank you and, as always, please contact me with any and all questions, concerns, or ideas!!
Warm Blessings,
Your PALS President
Tracy Mueller
tracym7685@gmail.com

ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS

The “Little Saint’s Herald”, our monthly newsletter , is distributed to up to 150
families every month. You can place an ad several different ways:
• Business Card Ad = $25/month or $50/3 months or $155/year
• Half Page Ad = $35/month or $70/3 months or $225/year
We need to have your ad by the 15th of the month prior to the month published. Your advertising helps defray the cost of printing the “Little Saint’s
Herald.” Thank you to those businesses that continually support our efforts!

