
From the Director’s Desk… 
 

 
Dear Families, 
 
 Welcome back from Thanksgiving Break! I hope you had a wonderful 
holiday with your family and had time to reflect on all of your blessings with 
gratitude and joy. We missed your sweet little ones and are so excited to 
welcome them back to school! 
 It’s beginning to feel a lot like Christmas here at St. Luke ECC!  
Breakfast with St. Nick is this Saturday!  We have been working hard to 
transform our preschool into a festive winter wonderland in preparation for 
this highly-anticipated event! We will enjoy a pancake breakfast in the Par-
ish Hall and follow St. Nick’s footprints into the preschool to shop for books 
at our Usborne Book Fair, make a Christmas ornament and visit with St. 
Nick. For all of those who have purchased tickets, we look forward to seeing 
you there!  
 While you are doing your holiday shopping, please consider participat-
ing in Amazon Smile. Instructions on how to join can be found on page 2 of 
this newsletter. It is very easy to switch your regular Amazon account to a 
Smile account.  Participating in Amazon Smile is a great way for the ECC to 
receive donations without any added expense to our families.   
 Please mark your calendars for our next PALS Holiday Social on De-
cember 7th. We are looking forward to this awesome event where we dust 
off our cookbooks and share our favorite recipes for our Christmas Cookie 
Exchange. Not a baker? No time? No worries… feel free to bring store-
bought holiday cookies to share. You bring two dozen to share with our ECC 
families and take two dozen home to share with your family!  Cookie boxes 
and refreshments will be provided. Please RSVP through Remind App so we 
can get a headcount for this event. At the end of our social, the children 
from all classes will join us for a festive Christmas carol, just for you!  
 As we rush to shop, decorate, and bake, it is important to try and 
maintain your children’s schedules as much as possible, to minimize their 
stress.  All of the excitement can be very overwhelming for children: com-
pany in town, lots of shopping, anticipation, etc.  Sometimes we can lose 
sight of the true meaning Christmas.  Slow down, cuddle up and make it a 
nightly tradition to read for 15-20 minutes every night. Our teachers have 
shared awesome book recommendations on page 5 of this newsletter.  
 The entire staff of St. Luke Early Childhood Center wishes you and 
your family a relaxing family-filled Christmas.  
  
 May the Blessings of this Holy Season fill you with 
the love, hope,  peace and joy of our Savior, Jesus Christ.  
 
Merry Christmas, 
Lisa Hopen 
Director, St. Luke ECC 

 

Dates to Remember 
☺ Dec. 3rd—Breakfast with   

St. Nick 

☺ Dec. 7th—PALS Christmas 
Social  

☺ Dec. 14th—Christmas Pro-
gram (All Classes) 

☺ Dec. 20th– Last Day of 
School before Christmas 
Break: Half-Day (No Lunch 
Bunch or ABC)  

☺ Dec. 21st– Jan 3rd- Closed  
for Christmas Break 

☺ January 4th-  Welcome Back! 

☺ January 9 and 10th- Class 
Pictures 

☺ Jan. 16th-  CLOSED: Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day  

☺ Jan  11th—PALS Meeting 

☺ Jan. 25th-  Registration 
Begins for 2023/2024 

☺ Jan. 30th—Feb. 3rd. Catholic 
Schools Week 

 

The mission of St. Luke Early Childhood Center is to provide the foundation for a lifelong love 
of learning by nurturing the whole child through exploration and creativity in a Catholic spirit. 
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NO SCHOOL 

Please mark your calendars!  Our Center will be 
closed from Wednesday, December 21st 
through Tuesday, January 3rd for Christmas 
Break.  We will reopen on Wednesday, January 
4th.   
 
PLEASE NOTE: ON TUESDAY, DE-
CEMBER 20TH THERE WILL BE NO 
LUNCH BUNCH OR ABC. ALL CLAS-
SES WILL END AT NOON. 

 
 

CHRISTMAS PROGRAM SCHEDULE               

 

Happy Birthday!! 
 

Millie S. (12/01) 
Garner H. (12/02) 
Natalie W. (12/03) 
Finnegan C. (12/13) 
Jan Pawel C. (12/18) 

“Jesus” (12/25) 

TEACHERS 
  

DAY DATE TIME/PLACE 

Ms. Diane, Mr. Ray, Ms. Claudia and 

Ms. Marybeth: ALL Classes 
  

Wednesday 12/14 11:00/Church 

 

 

 
Hello Families, 
 
      PALS would like to take this opportunity to thank 
all of the volunteers for their help with the Thanks-
giving Feast. We had a tremendous outpouring of 
volunteers and we really appreciate everyone do-
nating their time and favorite Thanksgiving dishes 
for our incredible teachers to enjoy!! Everyone had 
a wonderful time and the children looked great in 
their Thanksgiving costumes.  
      
   Our next PALS meeting will be on December 7th. 
We are looking forward to gathering together to en-
joy the holiday season with a cookie exchange and 
performance from our little ones. Please bring a 
dozen cookies (store bought or home-made) to 
share with other families. Each participant will be 
able to bring home a dozen cookies to share with 
their families . Hope to see you all there. 
 
     Wishing all our wonderful families a very Merry 
Christmas and Happy New!  Enjoy making beautiful 
memories with your loved ones!  
 

Your PALS President, 

Tracy Mueller 

Letter from the Board ..... 



Volume 36, Issue 4    Little Saint’s Herald           December 2022 

 
 

 
 

“Every good and perfect gift is from God. It comes 
down from the Father. (James 1:17) 

 
December 6th is the Feast of St. Nicholas!  Based 
on tradition, the children put a shoe out in the hall-
way in anticipation that St. Nick would stop by and 
leave them a surprise!     

 
Christmastime is such a special time within our 
church and our families.  The children are so excited 
about getting ready for the holiday:  spending time 
with family and friends, and of course receiving 
gifts.  It is important to remind them of the true 
meaning of Christmas – the birth of Jesus Christ. 
 
Christmas season begins with Advent on November 
27th.  Advent is a time of preparation that is filled 
with anticipation and hope.  It is a period of time 
which invites us all to prepare patiently and quietly 
for the coming of Jesus Christ.  During the month 
we talk about preparing for and looking forward to 
the celebration of Jesus.   
 
This month our two-year-olds will be talking about 
and expressing their love for Jesus, their families, 
and the true meaning of Christmas.  Their classroom 
will be filled with singing and laughter as they pre-
pare for the upcoming holiday.   
 
Our three-year-olds will talk about Advent.  They 
will get ready for Christmas by making decorations 
to use at home to remind them that Christmas is 
coming.  They will pray to God and ask Him to help 
them be kind to others each day.  Through-out the 
month they will talk about the story of the birth of 
Jesus Christ. 
 
The Pre-K classes will be reading about the birth of 
Jesus and will visit the church.  They are also begin-
ning to learn the “Hail Mary”.  
 
 
Merry Christmas! 

 

 BOOK ADVENT 
A Treasured Christmas Tradition 

 
 

One of the traditions 

our family enjoyed dur-

ing the holiday season 

was our Book Advent. 

Every year, I wrapped 

24 of our favorite 

books, one for each 

night of December up to 

and including Christ-

mas Eve. I placed them 

under the Christmas 

tree and every night, 

our children took a turn 

unwrapping a book to be 

read aloud. Sitting down on the couch, snuggled up 

under a blanket and reading together was one of my 

favorite Christmas memories.  Reading aloud is a 

wonderful way to build your child’s vocabulary and 

encourage a lifelong love of reading. As this busy 

season begins, take some time to slow down and en-

joy this precious time with your little ones. Reading 

together for 15 minutes every day will be a gift that 

keeps giving, year after year. Merry Christmas from 

our family to yours!  

Lisa Hopen, Director 

St. Luke ECC    

 

 



C H R I S T M A S 

Book Recommendations 

Ms. Lisa—  Room for a Little One 
(Ages 2-6) In the sta-
ble next to an inn, Kind 
Ox is just settling in for 
the night when Old Dog 
comes into the stable. 
Kind Ox makes room for 
Old Dog, who makes 
room for Stray Cat, who 
makes room for Small 
Mouse--Finally, Tired 
Donkey comes by, carry-
ing Joseph and Mary, who asks "Where will my child 
be born?" Kind Ox replies, "There is always room for 
a little one here." Jesus is born in the stable with the 
animals all around Him.  

Mr. Ray— Who Will Guide My Sleigh 
Tonight? (Ages 3-5)  
Santa Claus has a big job 
to do on Christmas Eve, 
and he needs a team to 
help with the sleigh. He 
tries out a myriad of thir-
teen different kinds of 
animals, including tigers 
(but they almost eat 
him), mice (too weak), 
kangaroos (too jumpy), 
turtles (too slow), cheetahs (too fast), rhinos (too 
rough), and even monkeys (too playful).  
But what about... reindeer? Perfect! This is a humor-
ous peek behind the scenes at the North Pole. Enjoy! 

Ms. Diane— The Christmas Baby  
(Ages 2-5)  
When a baby was 
born in the manger, 
Mary and Joseph 
rejoiced. The angels 
sang, and kings 
journeyed to bring 
gifts. When you 
came into the world, 
there was a celebration too - because every 
new baby is a small miracle.  

Ms. Claudia— The Story of Christmas 
(Ages 2-5)  
Here is the story of the Na-
tivity told in 200 words 
that are simple enough for 
a toddler to understand. 
From the Annunciation by 
the angel through Jesus's 
birth, the angels' appear-
ance to the shepherds, and 
the journey of the wise 
men, the Christmas story is presented in its most 
traditional form. This book is unsurpassed as an 
introduction to the significance of the Christmas 
holiday.  

Ms. Marybeth— Christmas in the  
Manger (Ages 1-3)  
This classic Christmas 
story is now available as a 
padded board book with a 
soft, padded cover and 
rounded edges, perfect to 
share with the smallest 
readers. With a simple, 
lyrical text and radiant 
artwork, this book is per-
fect for the youngest child 
to be introduced to the wonder of the Nativity. Par-
ents, grandparents, and caregivers have all embraced 
this telling. Don't miss this gentle and beautiful book!  
 



ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS 
The “Little Saint’s Herald”, our monthly newsletter , is distributed to 150 fami-
lies every  month.  You can place an ad several different ways: 
 

•   Business Card Ad = $25/month or $50/3 months or $155/year 

•   Half Page Ad = $35/month or $70/3 months or $225/year 
 
We need to have your ad by the 15

th
 of the month prior to the month pub-

lished.  Your advertising helps defray the cost of printing the “Little Saint’s 
Herald.”  Thank you to those businesses that continually support our efforts! 
 


